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	The Apostle Jude warns-

	Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about them: “See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, and to convict all of them of all the ungodly acts they have committed in their ungodliness, and of all the defiant words ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”

	(Jude 1:14-15)
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	Introduction: The Day of the Lord

	The Day of the Lord stands as a central theme in biblical prophecy, encompassing a series of future events that lead to the establishment of God's ultimate kingdom. This book explores these events from a dispensational premillennialist perspective, commencing with the Rapture and concluding with the creation of the new heavens and earth. Throughout our exploration, we will delve into Old Testament prophecies, Jesus' teachings in the Olivet Discourse and Apostolic doctrine to illuminate the truths surrounding this significant period.

	Given the vast scope of this subject, navigating it can be daunting. To address this challenge, we will take multiple passes at the topic. The first presents an introductory narrative outlining the key events as seen by a dispensational premillennial viewpoint. Once that timeline is established, we can move forward and each major event will be examined in greater detail, still following the chronological timeline. Lastly we will explore supporting biblical prophecies, precedents, evidence, and rationale as stand-alone subjects to strengthen our earlier conclusions. This approach ensures that both newcomers to the topic can grasp the fundamentals without becoming overwhelmed, while advanced students of the Bible will find comprehensive insights into the foundational truths revealed in God's Word.

	The following section lists some key terms and definitions as used in this book. Understanding these terms will enhance your reading experience and comprehension of the concepts discussed in the following chapters.

	Key Terms and Definitions

	The Day of the Lord- In eschatology, the Day of the Lord refers to a period of divine intervention in human history, characterized by God's judgment, deliverance, and ultimate restoration of creation. It is not a single 24-hour day but rather a prophetic period beginning with the Rapture and extending through the Tribulation, the Millennial Kingdom, and culminating in the creation of the new heavens and new earth—a span of over 1,007 years. This period includes God's judgment upon the wicked, the Second Coming of Christ, and the final restoration of all things under His rule (2 Peter 3:10; Joel 2:31; Revelation 21:1).

	Eschatology- is the branch of theology that studies the end times or the final events in the history of the world, including the Second Coming of Christ, the final judgment, and the creation of the new heavens and new earth.

	Premillennialism- Premillennialism is a theological viewpoint that holds that Jesus Christ will return to earth before (pre-) the thousand-year reign mentioned in Revelation 20:1-6. This belief includes the idea that Christ will establish a literal, earthly kingdom that will last for 1,000 years.

	Dispensational Premillennialism- Dispensational Premillennialism is a form of premillennialism that divides history into distinct periods or dispensations in which God interacts with humanity in different ways. It maintains a clear distinction between Israel and the Church, believing that God’s promises to Israel will be fulfilled literally in the future. Dispensational premillennialists also believe in a pre-tribulation rapture, where believers are taken to heaven before the seven-year Tribulation period.

	Rapture- The Rapture refers to the event where Jesus Christ will return to gather all believers before the onset of the Tribulation. Specifically, this book adheres to the Pre-Tribulation (Pre-Trib) Rapture view, which posits that the Rapture will occur before the seven-year Tribulation period begins. This belief is rooted in the interpretation of 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 and 1 Corinthians 15:51-52, where believers will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, thereby escaping the coming wrath and judgment upon the earth.

	Tribulation- The Tribulation is a seven-year period of unprecedented suffering and divine judgment upon the earth, as described in the Book of Revelation. This period is divided into two distinct halves:

	First Half: This period is characterized by false peace, freedom of religion (a false religion that embraces any belief system short of the true gospel), the rise of the Antichrist, and the signing of a peace covenant with Israel. It is a time of spiritual darkness as no believers are left on earth following the rapture.

	Second Half (Great Tribulation): Known as the Great Tribulation, this latter half begins with the abomination of desolation, where the Antichrist reveals his true nature. It is marked by severe judgments, including the seals, trumpets and bowls of God's wrath. During this period, God sends the two witnesses and many people believe the true gospel but suffer intense persecution because they refuse the mark of the beast.

	Israel: In the context of this book, "Israel" refers to the natural descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. As a distinct race and nation, Israel holds a unique place in God's plan, marked by everlasting covenants. This special nation plays a pivotal role in biblical prophecy, especially concerning the end times. This perspective emphasizes that God's promises to Israel will be fulfilled in a literal and future sense, highlighting Israel's ongoing significance in God's redemptive plan.

	The Church: The Church comprises all believers of the Church Age, also known as the Body and Bride of Christ. It is distinctively characterized by:

	
		Inclusion of both Jews and Gentiles: United in one body through faith in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:14-16).

		Indwelling of the Holy Spirit: Believers are permanently indwelt by the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19).

		Commission to evangelize: Given the Great Commission to spread the gospel (Matthew 28:19-20).

		Hope of the Rapture: Awaiting the imminent return of Christ to gather His Church (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).

		Heavenly citizenship: Believers are citizens of heaven, not of this world (Philippians 3:20).



	The Millennial Kingdom: The Millennial Kingdom refers to the 1,000-year physical reign of Jesus Christ on earth, following His Second Coming. This kingdom will be characterized by:

	
		Christ's reign from Jerusalem: Jesus will rule as King over all the earth (Zechariah 14:9).

		Fulfillment of God's promises to Israel: Restoration and blessing of Israel (Isaiah 11:12).

		Peace and righteousness: A period of unparalleled peace, justice, and prosperity (Isaiah 2:4).

		Satan's binding: Satan will be bound for 1,000 years, preventing him from deceiving the nations (Revelation 20:1-3).



	The Abomination of Desolation: This term refers to the desecration of the Jewish Temple by the Antichrist, as prophesied in Daniel 9:27 and mentioned by Jesus in Matthew 24:15. It marks the midpoint of the Tribulation and the beginning of the Great Tribulation.

	Antichrist: The Antichrist is a future world leader who will rise to power during the Tribulation. He will initially present himself as a peacemaker but will ultimately reveal his true nature, demanding worship and persecuting believers (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4; Revelation 13:1-8).

	False Prophet: The False Prophet is a religious leader who will support the Antichrist, performing signs and wonders to deceive the world and enforce the worship of the Antichrist (Revelation 13:11-18).

	Second Coming of Christ: The Second Coming of Christ refers to the future event when Jesus will return to earth visibly and bodily to defeat the Antichrist, judge the nations, and establish His Millennial Kingdom (Revelation 19:11-16).

	Great White Throne Judgment: The Great White Throne Judgment is the final judgment of all unbelievers after the Millennial Kingdom. Jesus Christ will judge the dead, and those not found in the Book of Life will be cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:11-15).

	New Heavens and New Earth: Following the final judgment, God will create a new heaven and a new earth, free from sin and death. In this future creation, the New Jerusalem will be revealed which will be the eternal dwelling place of God with His people, characterized by perfect peace and righteousness (Revelation 21:1-4; 2 Peter 3:13).

	These definitions will provide a clear understanding of key terms used throughout this book, helping those who wish to gain understanding of the Biblical prophecies to grasp the unfolding narrative of the Day of the Lord as described in the Bible.
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	Theological Lens

	Before we proceed further, let's briefly review the theological viewpoint known as dispensational premillennialism. This perspective, which gained popularity in the 19th century, remains influential in many Christian circles today. Dispensational premillennialism emphasizes a literal interpretation of biblical prophecy, a distinction between Israel and the Church, and a future, literal thousand-year reign of Christ on earth.

	It is essential for believers to recognize that while scholars and Christians may differ in their views on eschatological matters, these differences should not detract from the unity we share in Christ. The exact details of the end times are not meant to divide the body of believers but to remind us of God's overarching plan. The primary purpose of prophecy is to assure believers of God’s sovereignty, justice, and faithfulness rather than to satisfy our curiosity about future events.

	Prophecy is often best understood in hindsight, as the fulfillment of events reveals previously obscure details. As such, our interpretations should be approached with humility, recognizing that differing views do not diminish the certainty of God’s final judgment and His righteous dealings with humanity. Therefore, understanding prophecy should not be a cause for division but an opportunity to deepen our faith and reliance on God.

	One of the central teachings of the New Testament is the unity of believers in Christ. The Apostle Paul, in his letters, emphasizes that we are all part of one body, united by our faith (Ephesians 4:3-6). This unity is crucial for the health and mission of the Church. While some denominations may interpret certain aspects of the end times differently, it is vital to focus on what unites us: our faith in Christ, His death and resurrection, and His promised return.

	By focusing on our shared mission rather than on speculative interpretations, we can maintain the unity that Jesus Himself prayed for in John 17:21: "that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you." Tolerance for diverse views on non-essential matters of prophecy is key to preserving this unity, allowing us to work together for the kingdom of God.

	Instead of becoming preoccupied with predictions, believers are encouraged to live faithfully, embracing lives of prayer, love, and service. The Bible teaches that no one knows the day or hour of Christ's return (Matthew 24:36), so our focus should be on aligning our lives with God's will and being spiritually prepared every day. This means remaining steadfast in prayer and nurturing our relationship with God while also serving others with love, following Christ’s commandment to love one another (Matthew 22:37-40).

	Hope is a vital aspect of Christian eschatology. This hope isn't passive but an active trust in God's plan for redemption and restoration. Rooted in the resurrection of Christ, this hope sustains believers through trials, reminding them that God's promises will be fulfilled. Christians are called to live in hopeful anticipation, confident that Christ will return and make all things new.

	Curiosity about the end times is natural, but focusing excessively on apocalyptic predictions can distract from the mission of the Church. Jesus warned His followers to avoid becoming preoccupied with trying to decode signs and instead focus on faithful living. The return of Christ is a promise of hope and renewal, not a cause for fear or anxiety.

	In this book, we will explore what the Bible reveals about the end times from the perspective of dispensational premillennialism. However, we acknowledge that sincere Christians hold differing views. The goal is not to create division but to provide clarity and understanding of one perspective while respecting others.

	As we anticipate Christ's return, let us prioritize unity in the body of believers, knowing that our differences in interpreting unfulfilled prophecies should not hinder our mission. Together, we can focus on faithful service, the proclamation of the Gospel, and trusting in God’s perfect plan.

	With that call to unity in mind, we can now proceed to review a snapshot of the End Times Timeline:

	The Church Age: This current age started with the Day of Pentecost and continues until the Rapture. The Church Age is a period of grace where the gospel is spread worldwide.

	The Rapture: Believers in Christ will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air, as described in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 and 1 Corinthians 15:51-52. This event occurs before the Tribulation begins, removing the Church from the earth.

	The Tribulation: A seven-year period divided into two halves:

	
		First Half:



	Characterized by false peace under the Antichrist’s leadership. During this time, the Antichrist will confirm a covenant with Israel (Daniel 9:27).

	
		Second Half (The Great Tribulation):



	Begins with the abomination of desolation (Matthew 24:15; Daniel 9:27) when the Antichrist breaks his covenant, declares himself to be God, and demands worship. This period includes severe judgments (seal, trumpet, and bowl judgments from Revelation).

	The Second Coming of Christ: At the end of the Tribulation, Christ returns to earth with His saints to defeat the Antichrist and his armies at the Battle of Armageddon (Revelation 19:11-21). This event inaugurates the Millennial Kingdom.

	The Millennial Kingdom: Christ reigns on earth for 1,000 years from Jerusalem. This period is marked by peace, righteousness, and the fulfillment of God’s promises to Israel (Revelation 20:1-6; Isaiah 11:1-10).

	Satan's Final Rebellion and Judgment: After the 1,000 years, Satan is released for a short time, leading a final rebellion against God. He is then defeated and cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:7-10).

	The Great White Throne Judgment: All unbelievers are judged and those whose names are not found in the Book of Life are cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:11-15).

	The New Heavens and New Earth: God creates a new heaven and a new earth, where He will dwell with His people forever in the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21-22).

	Summary: Understanding the origins and development of dispensational premillennialism provides valuable context for our exploration. This framework will guide our discussion as we delve into the events of the end times, beginning with the Rapture and extending through the creation of the new heavens and earth.
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Section One: Timeline Overview

	In the imminent future, an ancient promise from God will come to fruition—a promise of hope, redemption, and the ultimate triumph of good over evil. This is the story of "The Day of the Lord," a narrative etched in the annals of time, a divine script unfolding with precise and prophetic accuracy. It is a story that spans millennia, from the creation of the world to the final consummation of all things. It is a story that invites us to look beyond the present, to see the grand tapestry of God's redemptive plan, woven with threads of prophecy, judgment, mercy, and glory.

	The Rapture: A Glorious Reunion

	Imagine a day unlike any other, a day when the trumpet of God sounds, echoing across the heavens. In an instant, millions of believers vanish from the earth, caught up to meet the Lord in the air. This is the Rapture, the blessed hope of the church, a divine intervention that snatches believers away from the impending wrath to come.

	"For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever" (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).

	In the twinkling of an eye, the dead in Christ rise from their graves, their bodies transformed into glorious, incorruptible forms. Those who are alive are instantly changed, clothed in immortality. Families are reunited, friends embrace, and together they ascend to meet their Savior. It is a moment of indescribable joy and wonder, a foretaste of the eternal glory that awaits.

	The Rapture is a pivotal event in the eschatological timeline, marking the beginning of the end. It is a divine rescue operation, sparing believers from the horrors of the Tribulation, a seven-year period of unparalleled suffering and judgment upon the earth.

	The Tribulation: A Time of Wrath and Redemption

	After the Rapture occurs, the world plunges into chaos and confusion. Governments are destabilized, economies falter, and fear grips the hearts of those left behind. In this vacuum of power, a charismatic leader emerges, promising peace and stability. This leader is the Antichrist, a figure foretold in the ancient prophecies, a man who will deceive the nations and establish a global empire.

	"He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him" (Daniel 9:27).

	The Tribulation is divided into two halves, each lasting three and a half years. The first half is marked by a deceptive peace, as the Antichrist brokers a covenant with Israel, allowing them to rebuild their temple and resume sacrifices. A false sense of security pervades the world, but beneath the surface, tensions simmer.

	During this time, a global ecumenical church rises, embracing all forms of worship except the true gospel. It is a counterfeit religion, a harlot riding the beast, as described in Revelation 17. The Jews, having rebuilt their temple, reinstitute animal sacrifices, unaware that this period of peace is but a prelude to the horrors to come. As the midway point of the tribulation approaches, the battle of Gog and Magog erupts in a surprise attack against Israel. God intervenes and protects his holy nation. He orchestrates a series of divine miracles that decimate the coalition of military forces, creating a power vacuum in the world. The Antichrist exploits this vacuum to solidify his dictatorship.

	The midpoint of the Tribulation marks a dramatic shift. Satan is cast out of heaven, and the Antichrist reveals his true nature. He desecrates the temple, setting up an image of himself to be worshiped, and demands allegiance through the mark of the beast.

	"For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be equaled again" (Matthew 24:21).

	The Great Tribulation begins, a time of unprecedented suffering and divine judgment. The first seal is broken and the Antichrist embarks on a reign of terror. The two witnesses, clothed in sackcloth, begin their ministry in Jerusalem, prophesying and performing miracles. They are a thorn in the side of the Antichrist, a beacon of truth in a world engulfed in darkness.

	Meanwhile, 144,000 Jews are sealed by God, protected and commissioned to spread the gospel. An angel flies across the sky, proclaiming the eternal gospel to every nation, tribe, language, and people. Those who believe the gospel refuse the mark of the beast and remain faithful to the Lord which causes them economic and social hardship and even loss of life in many cases.

	The judgments of God intensify as the seals, trumpets, and bowls are unleashed upon the earth. Natural disasters, wars, and plagues ravage the planet. The inhabitants of the earth remain hardened and curse God. However, many who become believers during this period remain faithful and are martyred by the orders of the antichrist. These faithful will be known as tribulation saints and will hold that special designation for eternity in God’s presence.

	The Second Coming of Christ: A Triumphant Return

	Amid the chaos and destruction, the heavens open, and Christ returns in glory. The nations gather for the final confrontation, the battle of Armageddon, where the forces of evil are arrayed against the King of Kings.

	"I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS" (Revelation 19:11, 16).

	Christ descends with the armies of heaven, His appearance striking terror into the hearts of His enemies. The Antichrist and the False Prophet are captured and thrown into the lake of fire. The armies of the world are slain by the sword that proceeds from Christ's mouth.

	The Second Coming is not only a moment of judgment but also one of redemption and restoration. Christ sets foot on the Mount of Olives, and it splits in two, creating a valley for the remnant of Israel to escape. He establishes His throne in Jerusalem, and the millennial reign begins.

	Establishment of the Millennial Kingdom

	The Millennial Kingdom is a thousand years of unparalleled peace and prosperity. Christ reigns supreme, and His kingdom extends to the ends of the earth. The curse of sin is lifted, and creation is restored to its original glory.

	"In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as the highest of the mountains. He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore" (Isaiah 2:2-4).

	The knowledge of the Lord covers the earth as the waters cover the sea. Nations live in harmony, and justice prevails. The saints reign with Christ, administering His righteous rule. The temple in Jerusalem becomes a center of worship for all peoples, and the glory of the Lord fills the earth.

	During this time, Satan is bound in the Abyss, unable to deceive the nations. It is a period of unparalleled spiritual and material blessings, fulfilling the prophetic visions of the Old Testament prophets.

	Final Judgment: The Great White Throne

	As the millennium draws to a close, Satan is released for a brief time. He deceives the nations once more, leading a final rebellion against Christ's rule. This rebellion is swiftly crushed, and Satan is cast into the lake of fire, where the beast and the false prophet are.

	Then comes the final judgment, the Great White Throne Judgment, where all the dead are resurrected to stand before God.

	"Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire" (Revelation 20:11-15).

	This is the ultimate reckoning, where every deed is brought to light, and justice is served. The righteous, whose names are written in the Book of Life, enter into eternal life. The wicked are cast into the lake of fire, experiencing the second death.

	New Heavens and New Earth: Eternal Glory

	With the final judgment complete, God creates a new heavens and a new earth. The old order of things has passed away, and all things are made new.

	"Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away" (Revelation 21:1-4).

	The New Jerusalem, the holy city, descends from heaven, adorned as a bride for her husband. It is a place of unimaginable beauty and splendor, where God Himself dwells with His people. There is no need for the sun or moon, for the glory of God illuminates the city.

	In this new creation, there is no more death, sorrow, or pain. The curse of sin is gone forever, and perfect righteousness reigns. The redeemed enjoy eternal fellowship with God, exploring the boundless wonders of His new creation.

	Living in Light of Eternity

	"The Day of the Lord" is not just a distant event; it is a present reality that shapes our lives and our destiny. As we journey through the pages of this book, exploring the rich tapestry of biblical prophecy, we are reminded of the urgency of the gospel and the hope that anchors our souls.

	Mankind is indeed sinful, but God in His mercy has provided a way of salvation through Jesus Christ. Judgment is certain, but so is redemption for those who believe. Satan's defeat is inevitable, and Christ's reign is assured. As we await His glorious return, let us live with a sense of purpose, eagerly anticipating the day when all things are made new.

	This simplified narrative serves as an invitation to delve deeper into the Scriptures, to study the prophetic texts, and to understand the divine plan that unfolds before our eyes. It is a call to be vigilant, to watch and pray, and to be ready for the coming of the Lord.

	In the pages that follow, we will explore these events in greater detail, examining the biblical references and theological insights that illuminate the path to "The Day of the Lord." May our hearts be stirred, our minds enlightened, and our spirits strengthened as we embark on this journey together.
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Section Two: A Closer Look at the Timeline

	The Rapture: An Imminent and Distinct Event

	The Rapture, a cornerstone of dispensational premillennial eschatology, is an event of profound significance and wonder, marking the initial phase of the Day of the Lord. Unlike the Second Coming of Christ, which occurs at the end of the Great Tribulation, the Rapture is imminent—it can happen at any moment without any specific signs or prerequisites. This imminence underscores the need for constant readiness and anticipation among believers.

	The doctrine of imminence means that the Rapture can occur at any time. This is supported by numerous New Testament passages that encourage believers to be watchful and ready for the Lord’s return. Jesus Himself emphasized the unexpected nature of this event:

	“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him (Matthew 24:42-44).”

	The apostles echoed this sentiment, urging Christians to live in a state of preparedness. Paul wrote to the Thessalonians:

	“For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18).”

	This passage not only describes the sequence of events but also emphasizes the encouragement and hope the Rapture brings to believers. The imminent return of Christ for His church is a source of comfort and motivation to live holy and blameless lives.

	The Rapture involves a miraculous and sudden transformation of believers. At the sound of the trumpet, the dead in Christ will rise first, their bodies resurrected and glorified. Those who are alive will be instantly changed, caught up together with the resurrected saints to meet the Lord in the air:

	“Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed (1 Corinthians 15:51-52).”

	This transformation is a vital aspect of the Rapture. Mortal bodies, susceptible to sin and decay, will be replaced with immortal, glorified bodies fit for eternity. This instantaneous change underscores the supernatural power of God and the fulfillment of His promise to redeem not only our souls but our bodies as well.

	The Distinction from the Second Coming

	It is crucial to distinguish the Rapture from the Second Coming of Christ, as these events serve different purposes and occur at different times in the eschatological timeline. The Rapture is primarily a rescue operation for the church, removing believers from the coming wrath of the Tribulation. In contrast, the Second Coming is a public, visible event where Christ returns to the earth to judge the nations and establish His millennial kingdom.

	At the Rapture, Christ comes in the air, and believers are caught up to meet Him:

	“After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever (1 Thessalonians 4:17).”

	In contrast, at the Second Coming, Christ descends to the earth, specifically to the Mount of Olives:

	“On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the mountain moving north and half moving south (Zechariah 14:4).”

	Furthermore, the Rapture is a secret and sudden event, happening in the blink of an eye, while the Second Coming is a dramatic and visible manifestation of Christ’s power and glory, witnessed by all:

	“Look, he is coming with the clouds,” and “every eye will see him, even those who pierced him”; and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.” So shall it be! Amen (Revelation 1:7).”

	To fully grasp the stark contrast between the Rapture and the Second Coming of Christ, refer to the chart below and observe the differences—some of which are even opposite in effect—between the two events.



	



	

	A Comparison Between the Rapture and the Second Coming

	Rapture

	
		Imminent

		Saints removed from the earth

		Christ not visible to those left behind

		World continues in sinful ways

		Day of Wrath commences

		Satan increases power and influence

		Israel remains and will eventually suffer persecution

		Church removed from the earth



	Second Coming

	
		Follows the 7-year Tribulation

		Saints left on the earth

		Christ will be visible to all

		Righteousness is established

		Peace and Justice commences

		Satan is bound in the Abyss

		Israel is exalted, covenants fulfilled

		Church returns with Christ



	 


The First Event of the Day of the Lord

	The Rapture is the inaugural event of the Day of the Lord, setting in motion a series of prophetic fulfillments that culminate in the establishment of God’s eternal kingdom. This day is characterized by both judgment and blessing, commencing with the removal of the church and followed by the Tribulation’s trials and the ultimate return of Christ.

	“For you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, ‘Peace and safety,’ destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief (1 Thessalonians 5:2-4).”

	The imminent nature of the Rapture serves as a warning and an encouragement. It calls for vigilance, holiness, and readiness among believers, reminding them that their ultimate redemption is near. It is a promise of hope, a testament to God’s faithfulness, and a precursor to the divine judgments and the glorious return of Christ that will follow.

	Living in Light of the Rapture

	“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58).”

	The Rapture is not just a future event; it is a present reality that shapes the way we live, love, and serve. It is a reminder that this world is not our home, and that our citizenship is in heaven, from where we eagerly await our Savior.

	“But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body” (Philippians 3:20-21).

	Parallel Lines of Prophecy

	
		In Heaven: After the Rapture, the Church is taken away to heaven where they will undergo the Judgment Seat of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10), a time of rewards and evaluation for their earthly works. This event is followed by the marriage of the Lamb, where the Church, as the bride of Christ, is united with Him, fulfilling the ancient Middle Eastern marriage tradition where the bridegroom takes the bride to his father's house. At Christ's Second Coming, He will bring His bride back to earth, and the wedding supper of the Lamb will take place during the Millennial Kingdom with all saints of all time resurrected and present.

		On Earth: Our immediate focus will follow the line of prophecy regarding the things that happen on earth after the Rapture. These include the rise of the Antichrist, the Tribulation, and the judgments that unfold. Through a thorough examination of biblical prophecy, this book seeks to provide a clear and comprehensive understanding of the events leading up to the Second Coming of Christ and beyond.
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	The Tribulation Period: A Time of Spiritual Darkness

	Following the Rapture, there may be an undisclosed period of time before the Tribulation's official commencement. This period of preparation will likely be marked by political deception and the gradual or perhaps rapid alignment of world events to fulfill biblical prophecy. It is characterized by escalating turmoil, political instability, and increasing calls for peace and security. Prior to the Rapture and perhaps continuing afterward, the world will witness numerous conflicts, natural disasters, and societal upheavals, setting the stage for a charismatic leader to rise and offer solutions. This leader, later revealed as the Antichrist, begins to influence global politics and the economy, preparing to implement his diabolical plans. This period lays the groundwork for the eventual signing of a peace covenant with Israel, which officially starts the Tribulation clock established by the seventy sevens prophecy (Daniel 9:24-27).

	The Tribulation period begins in earnest sometime after the Rapture. The sudden disappearance of millions of Christians around the world will leave a vacuum that the Antichrist quickly moves to fill. This event creates widespread chaos and fear, further preparing the world to accept the Antichrist's leadership.

	During the first half of the Tribulation, there are no true believers left on earth. The Rapture will remove all Christians, leaving only those who rejected the gospel. This creates a temporary absence of persecution or martyrdom since the population is entirely made up of unbelievers. These people are deceived by the false peace and religious freedom promoted by the Antichrist and the ecumenical church.

	The Bible presents this reality in several passages. After the Rapture, which instantly removes all true believers, the world enters a period of spiritual darkness. This darkness is heightened by the removal of the Holy Spirit's restraining influence (2 Thessalonians 2:6-7). The "restrainer" is typically understood as the Holy Spirit working through the Church. With the Church raptured, the Holy Spirit’s restraint on evil is lifted, allowing evil to spread unchecked during the Tribulation's early phase.

	The idea that people may become believers after the Rapture by reading left-behind Christian literature or Bibles is questionable. The Holy Spirit, who indwells believers, will be removed from the earth when the Church is taken up in the Rapture. Without the Holy Spirit, the world will remain in spiritual darkness. God’s plan for proclaiming the gospel resumes at the midway point of the Tribulation when key divine interventions take place: the appearance of the two witnesses, an angel proclaiming the eternal gospel, and the sealing of 144,000 Jews who will lead a powerful evangelistic movement (Revelation 11:3; 14:6-7; 7:3-4). Until then, no one is likely to come to faith.

	The apostle Paul taught that the Holy Spirit, whose presence in the Church constitutes the church as the temple of God (1 Corinthians 3:16), will be taken out of the way when the Church is translated. It is this restraining influence that keeps back the full manifestation of the evil one.

	This supports the view that the world will remain in spiritual darkness until the midpoint of the Tribulation when divine interventions commence: the two witnesses appear, the angel proclaims the eternal gospel, and the 144,000 Jews are sealed. Despite opposition from the Antichrist, the gospel will begin to spread at that time. While some scholars suggest that the 144,000 are sealed at some point during the first half, no specific event is recorded in the Bible for this conclusion.

	For our purposes in this book, the view that no believers will be left on earth until the two witnesses appear at the midpoint of the Tribulation is upheld. At the midpoint, several events happen simultaneously: 1) The covenant is broken, and the Antichrist enforces dictatorship, requiring worship of himself and he requires the mark of the beast; 2) The two witnesses appear, the angel proclaims the eternal gospel, the 144,000 Jews are sealed and begin their evangelistic ministry, and many come to faith; 3) The scroll is opened, and the seal judgments commence, continuing through the Great Tribulation. A simpler way to put it is that everything in Revelation 6-19 occurs during the second half of the Tribulation. This is debated among scholars, but the Bible reveals major events without detailing all specifics which leaves room for some speculation on our part. Some disagreement on details is to be expected.

	The ecumenical church, also known as the one-world-religion is described as the harlot in Revelation 17. This worldwide false church embraces all forms of worship except the true gospel of Jesus Christ. This religious system is composed of non-believers and is characterized by its inclusivity and tolerance of all religions, promoting a facade of unity and peace. It gathers adherents from various faiths under the guise of spiritual harmony, yet it fundamentally rejects the exclusive claims of Christ as the only way to salvation. This deception is symbolized by the harlot riding the beast, indicating a powerful alliance between this apostate religious system and the political powers of the world.

	The Antichrist uses this religious system to consolidate his power and gain the allegiance of the masses. By presenting a unified front of global spirituality, he manipulates religious sentiments to establish his authority and control over the world's population. This ecumenical movement, while seemingly benign and inclusive, is ultimately a tool of the Antichrist, designed to lead people away from the truth and towards a false sense of security and peace. As the tribulation progresses, the Antichrist will eventually discard this religious system, revealing its true purpose as a means to an end, and will demand worship of himself alone, thereby exposing the harlot's ultimate deception (Revelation 17:16-17).

	"One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, 'Come, I will show you the punishment of the great prostitute [the ecumenical church composed of non-believers], who sits by many waters. With her the kings of the earth committed adultery, and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries'" (Revelation 17:1-2).

	The signing of a seven-year peace covenant with Israel by the Antichrist marks the official beginning of the Tribulation (Daniel 9:27). This covenant is presented as a solution to the Middle Eastern conflict, allowing Israel to rebuild their temple and resume sacrifices. This agreement seems to bring peace and stability to the region, but it is built on deceit and sets the stage for the Antichrist's ultimate betrayal.

	Despite the underlying spiritual darkness, the first half of the Tribulation is marked by a false sense of peace and security. The Antichrist, hailed as a peacemaker, enforces his covenant with Israel and brings about temporary economic and political stability. This period is often referred to as a time of false peace, where the world believes that lasting peace has finally been achieved.

	During this time, Israel experiences a period of security and prosperity under the protection of the Antichrist's covenant. The Jewish people rebuild their temple and resume the ancient sacrificial system, believing that they have entered a new era of peace. However, this sense of security is illusory and sets the stage for the dramatic events that will follow.

	The Antichrist will gain influence throughout the Tribulation period, beginning with the emergence of ten political leaders who will dominate the global political scene. This confederation of ten kings will initially govern the world, and it is with these leaders that the Antichrist will confirm a peace covenant, starting the prophetic clock on the seven-year Tribulation period (Daniel 9:27). This covenant will give momentum to the Antichrist's rise to power. 

	Throughout the first 3 1/2 years of the Tribulation, the Antichrist will gradually consolidate his authority. He will do this through political maneuvering rather than brute force, strategically allying with certain leaders and diplomatically subduing others. This process is depicted in Daniel 7, where the little horn, symbolizing the Antichrist, emerges among the ten horns and uproots three of them, signifying his control over three kings (Daniel 7:8). By the midpoint of the Tribulation, the Antichrist will have solidified his dominance, gaining control over the remaining seven kings. This period is further elucidated in Revelation 13:1-2, where the beast with ten horns and seven heads represents the final world empire under the Antichrist's rule. Empowered by Satan, the Antichrist's reign will reach its zenith as he exercises absolute authority over the entire world, leading to the unprecedented persecution and divine judgments of the Great Tribulation (Revelation 17:12-13). However, during the first half of the tribulation, the Antichrist is perceived as a peace broker and a trusted, charismatic leader. We must continually be aware of his great deceptive powers aided by the supernatural assistance of Satan.

	Near the end of the first half of the Tribulation, a significant event foretold in Ezekiel 38-39 unfolds. The nations of Gog and Magog, along with their allies, launch a surprise attack against Israel, seeking to plunder its wealth and resources. This coalition of nations is led by Gog (the political leader of Russia) and includes Magog (modern-day Russia), Persia (modern-day Iran), Cush (modern-day Sudan), Put (modern-day Libya), Gomer (possibly parts of Eastern Europe or modern-day Turkey), and Beth Togarmah (modern-day Turkey).

	Ezekiel 38:8-12 describes how this alliance will come against Israel. It is interesting to note that this attack is by God’s hand, “I [The Lord] will turn you around, put hooks in your jaws and bring you out with your whole army” (Ezekiel 38:4). Satan and the Antichrist apparently have no participation in the planning or execution of this attack.

	"After many days you will be called to arms. In future years you will invade a land that has recovered from war, whose people were gathered from many nations to the mountains of Israel, which had long been desolate. They had been brought out from the nations, and now all of them live in safety. You and all your troops and the many nations with you will go up, advancing like a storm; you will be like a cloud covering the land" (Ezekiel 38:8-9).

	As these armies descend upon Israel, God intervenes in a miraculous and decisive manner. The allied forces are destroyed through a series of supernatural events, including a massive earthquake, infighting among the troops, plagues, torrential rain, hailstones, and burning sulfur (Ezekiel 38:19-23). This divine intervention not only protects Israel but also serves as a powerful demonstration of God's sovereignty and power.

	"I will summon a sword against Gog on all my mountains, declares the Sovereign LORD. Every man’s sword will be against his brother. I will execute judgment on him with plague and bloodshed; I will pour down torrents of rain, hailstones and burning sulfur on him and on his troops and on the many nations with him. And so I will show my greatness and my holiness, and I will make myself known in the sight of many nations. Then they will know that I am the LORD" (Ezekiel 38:21-23).

	The defeat of Gog and Magog has significant implications for the Tribulation period. With the removal of these major regional military threats, the Antichrist consolidates his power and prepares to reveal his true nature and intention for world domination. The destruction of these armies also serves as a warning to the nations, demonstrating that God's hand of protection is still upon Israel.

	"In that day I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock for all the nations. All who try to move it will injure themselves (Zechariah 12:3).”

	Review of the First Half Prophecies:

	The first half of the Tribulation period begins with a pivotal event: the Rapture. According to 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 and 1 Corinthians 15:51-52, all believers in Christ are suddenly taken up from the earth to meet the Lord in the air. This supernatural event leaves the world devoid of believers, creating a spiritual vacuum. In the immediate aftermath, chaos ensues as the world grapples with the sudden disappearance of millions of people. This sets the stage for the rise of a charismatic leader who promises to restore order and peace. The ecumenical church thrives and the world is reorganized politically and religiously. Near the end, a sneak attack shatters the sense of false peace. The world is in awe of God’s power and decisive victory.
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	The Midpoint of the Tribulation

	The midway point of the Tribulation marks a dramatic and cataclysmic shift in the events described in biblical prophecy. At this juncture, the relatively deceptive peace of the first three and a half years gives way to an unparalleled period of spiritual darkness, persecution, and divine judgment. Several significant events occur simultaneously, radically altering the state of the world and setting the stage for the Great Tribulation. These events are described in various prophetic scriptures and together create a comprehensive picture of the chaos and terror that define this period which is marked by the abomination that causes desolation.

	The Antichrist's betrayal of Israel involves the desecration of the Jewish temple, where he sets up an image of himself to be worshiped. This act, known as the abomination of desolation, is a pivotal moment that signals the start of the Great Tribulation.

	"He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the temple, he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him" (Daniel 9:27).

	Jesus referred to this event in the Olivet Discourse, warning His disciples about the severe persecution that would follow:

	"So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand—then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains” (Matthew 24:15-16).

	The Apostolic prophecies also refer to this event:

	"He [the Antichrist] will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God" (2 Thessalonians 2:4).

	Additionally, Revelation 13:14-15 provides further detail:

	"Because of the signs it [the second beast aka, the False Prophet] was given power to perform on behalf of the first beast [the Antichrist], it deceived the inhabitants of the earth. It ordered them to set up an image in honor of the beast [the Antichrist] who was wounded by the sword and yet lived. The second beast was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that the image could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed." (Revelation 13:14-15).

	One of the pivotal events at the midpoint of the Tribulation is the casting out of Satan from heaven. This event is detailed in Revelation 12, where a great war breaks out in heaven:

	"And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him" (Revelation 12:7-9).

	Satan’s expulsion from heaven marks the beginning of his intensified wrath against the earth, knowing his time is short. His fury is directed primarily towards Israel and the believers who adhere to the testimony of Jesus Christ.

	"Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short" (Revelation 12:12).

	The opening of the first seal initiates a series of divine judgments that escalate in severity. In Revelation 6, we read about the first seal:

	"I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I heard one of the four living creatures say in a voice like thunder, 'Come!' I looked, and there before me was a white horse! Its rider held a bow, and he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on conquest" (Revelation 6:1-2).

	This rider on the white horse is interpreted as representing the Antichrist, who now begins his aggressive conquest and absolute rule, having consolidated his power over the earth. He is a figure who plays a pivotal role in the unfolding chaos and his crown indicates that he has now assumed his role as the world dictator. This rider, described in Revelation 6:1-2, gains power through means other than traditional warfare. Notably, while the rider carries a bow, there is no mention of arrows. This peculiar detail suggests that the Antichrist’s rise to power is achieved not through direct military conquest but through political maneuvering, deception, and possibly cold war tactics. The absence of arrows implies a bloodless conquest, where power is seized through strategic alliances and the exploitation of global crises, especially the crushing defeat of several military forces described in the Battle of Gog and Magog.

	The chaos resulting from the supernatural defeat of the allied forces of Gog and Magog (Ezekiel 38-39) creates a power vacuum that the Antichrist exploits. With traditional military powers devastated, he consolidates his rule over the fragmented world, presenting himself as the ultimate leader.

	Following the first seal, the subsequent seals are opened in succession, each bringing further calamities. These seals include war, famine, death, and widespread martyrdom, as detailed in Revelation 6. This rapid escalation signifies the beginning of the Great Tribulation, a period of unparalleled distress and divine judgment that lasts for three and a half years.

	The sequence of seals, starting at the midpoint and continuing through the last three and a half years, marks a time of intense suffering and turmoil. The Antichrist’s initial peaceful conquest quickly gives way to a series of catastrophic events that engulf the world, fulfilling the dire prophecies of the end times.

	In the midst of this chaos, God sends an angel to proclaim the eternal gospel to the inhabitants of the earth. This angelic proclamation serves as a final call to repentance and a declaration of God’s sovereignty:

	"Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. He said in a loud voice, 'Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water'" (Revelation 14:6-7).

	The ministry of the two witnesses is mentioned in Revelation to last 1,260 days, which is three and one-half years. Contrary to the speculation of some scholars, it is preferable to anticipate that they will appear at the midway point and serve as a catalyst for the believers who will emerge during that second period. Their powerful testimony and miraculous signs serve as a bold proclamation of God's truth and a call to repentance during a period of intense judgment and persecution. 

	Biblical References:

	"Now when they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack them, and overpower and kill them" (Revelation 11:7).

	"But after the three and a half days the breath of life from God entered them, and they stood on their feet, and terror struck those who saw them" (Revelation 11:11).

	"Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, 'Come up here.' And they went up to heaven in a cloud, while their enemies looked on" (Revelation 11:12).

	In conclusion, the ministry of the two witnesses, as detailed in Revelation, plays a crucial role during the second half of the Tribulation. Their 1,260-day testimony stands as a powerful witness to God's truth amidst widespread judgment and persecution. Their miraculous signs and bold proclamation call many to repentance during this dark period. Despite opposition and eventual martyrdom, their ultimate resurrection and ascension serve as a testament to God's power and sovereignty over the forces of evil.

	The false peace and religious freedom that characterized the first half of the Tribulation will come to a violent end. With the abomination of desolation, the Antichrist reveals his true nature as a tyrannical ruler. The previously enforced peace gives way to widespread war, conflict, and oppression. Freedom of religion will come to an abrupt halt as the Antichrist, indwelled by Satan, demands exclusive worship. All people will be forced to worship the Antichrist or face severe consequences, including economic banishment or death. This drastic shift is depicted in Scripture: "While people are saying, 'Peace and safety,' destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape" (1 Thessalonians 5:3).

	At this juncture, all political power is consolidated under the Antichrist. He becomes the undisputed leader of the world, wielding unparalleled authority. The Antichrist institutes the mark of the beast, a system of economic control that restricts commerce and daily life for those who do not comply:

	"It also forced all people, great and small, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hands or on their foreheads, so that they could not buy or sell unless they had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of its name" (Revelation 13:16-17).

	This mark not only signifies allegiance to the Antichrist but also serves as a means to control the global population, ensuring that only those loyal to his regime can participate in economic activities.

	Those who refuse to worship the Antichrist face severe persecution and death. The Antichrist actively hunts down and kills believers of the gospel. This period is marked by widespread martyrdom of those who hold to the testimony of Jesus Christ:

	"When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained" (Revelation 6:9).

	The midpoint of the Tribulation begins an unprecedented and systematic persecution which results in the martyrdom of believers. Those who hold to the testimony of Jesus and refuse the mark of the beast face certain execution. These saints are honored in heaven for their faithfulness unto death:

	"Then I saw another great and marvelous sign: seven angels with the seven last plagues—last, because with them God’s wrath is completed. And I saw what looked like a sea of glass glowing with fire and, standing beside the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and its image and over the number of its name. They held harps given them by God and sang the song of God’s servant Moses and of the Lamb" (Revelation 15:1-3).

	The Antichrist’s hatred extends particularly towards the Jews. He breaks his covenant with Israel and begins a severe persecution against them, forcing many to flee for their lives. This is a fulfillment of the warnings given by Jesus in the Olivet Discourse:

	"So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand—then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let no one on the housetop go down to take anything out of the house. Let no one in the field go back to get their cloak" (Matthew 24:15-18).

	The Jewish people face intense suffering during this time, but a remnant is divinely protected and preserved.

	During this tumultuous period, 144,000 Jews are sealed by God, set apart for a special purpose. These individuals are protected from the judgments that befall the earth and are dedicated to spreading the gospel:

	"Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel" (Revelation 7:4).

	These 144,000 serve as a powerful testimony to God’s faithfulness and His plan for the redemption of Israel.

	Despite these divine warnings and miraculous signs, the hearts of many inhabitants of the earth are hardened. Instead of repenting, they continue in their rebellion against God, aligning themselves with the Antichrist:

	"The rest of mankind who were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of the work of their hands; they did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone and wood—idols that cannot see or hear or walk. Nor did they repent of their murders, their magic arts, their sexual immorality or their thefts" (Revelation 9:20-21).

	At the midpoint of the Tribulation, the unholy trio of the Antichrist, the False Prophet, and the Beast fully rise to power. The False Prophet acts as the religious leader who promotes the worship of the Antichrist and performs miraculous signs to deceive the masses:

	"Then I saw a second beast, coming out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb, but it spoke like a dragon. It exercised all the authority of the first beast on its behalf, and made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. And it performed great signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to the earth in full view of the people" (Revelation 13:11-13).

	The Beast, representing the Antichrist’s empire, enforces his rule through fear, coercion, and miracles that deceive those who dwell on the earth.

	Review: The Pivotal Turning Point

	The midway point of the Tribulation is a pivotal turning point that transitions the world from a deceptive peace to a time of unprecedented suffering and divine judgment. The abomination of desolation, Satan's expulsion from heaven, the opening of the first seal, and the enforcement of the mark of the beast mark the beginning of the Great Tribulation. This period is characterized by intense persecution, divine judgments, and a final call to repentance, emphasizing the urgency and seriousness of the prophetic warnings.

	The many changes that occur at the midpoint serve as a sobering reminder of the spiritual battle that rages and the necessity of steadfast faith and readiness for the return of Christ. As the world plunges deeper into chaos, the faithfulness of God and the hope of His ultimate victory become ever more crucial for believers to hold onto amidst the trials and tribulations.
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	The Great Tribulation: God's Judgment Unleashed

	The second half of the Tribulation marks a period of unparalleled suffering, divine judgment, and intense spiritual warfare. Spanning three and a half years, this period begins with several significant midway events that set the stage for the ensuing devastation. The Great Tribulation is characterized by a series of catastrophic events that bring unprecedented destruction to the earth and its inhabitants. Both the Olivet Discourse and the Book of Revelation provide detailed descriptions of this time, highlighting the severity of God's judgment on an unbelieving world. Additionally, the apostles and Old Testament prophets offer numerous insights into the events and significance of this period. In the following sections, we will explore these events in detail, uncovering the profound implications and divine purposes behind them.

	The Olivet Discourse

	The Olivet Discourse, recorded in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21, is one of Jesus' most significant prophetic teachings. Delivered on the Mount of Olives, this discourse provides a detailed account of the events leading up to His return and the end of the age. A thorough examination reveals that Jesus' predictions largely pertain to the second half of the Tribulation, often referred to as the Great Tribulation. By comparing the Olivet Discourse with the Book of Revelation, apostolic teachings, and Old Testament prophecies, we can gain a comprehensive understanding of the events during this climactic period.

	Before delving into the specifics, it's essential to understand the context. Jesus' disciples asked Him about the signs of His coming and the end of the age. In response, Jesus outlined a series of events that would culminate in His return. These events are often described in escalating severity, corresponding to the judgments detailed in the Book of Revelation.

	Jesus begins by warning about deception:

	"Jesus answered: 'Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name, claiming, "I am the Messiah," and will deceive many'" (Matthew 24:4-5).

	This warning corresponds with the rise of false prophets and the Antichrist, as described in Revelation 13. The Antichrist and the False Prophet will perform great signs to deceive the inhabitants of the earth, even those who are well-versed in the Scriptures.

	"Then I saw a second beast, coming out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb, but it spoke like a dragon. It exercised all the authority of the first beast on its behalf, and made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed" (Revelation 13:11-12).

	Jesus continues with a description of global conflict:

	"You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come" (Matthew 24:6).

	This aligns with the second seal judgment in Revelation, where the rider on the red horse is granted power to take peace from the earth, resulting in widespread conflict.

	"When the Lamb opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, 'Come!' Then another horse came out, a fiery red one. Its rider was given power to take peace from the earth and to make people kill each other. To him was given a large sword" (Revelation 6:3-4).

	Natural disasters and scarcity are next:

	"There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains" (Matthew 24:7-8).

	These birth pains escalate during the Great Tribulation, as seen in the third seal, where famine strikes, and in the sixth seal, where a great earthquake occurs.

	"When the Lamb opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, 'Come!' I looked, and there before me was a black horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his hand. Then I heard what sounded like a voice among the four living creatures, saying, 'Two pounds of wheat for a day’s wages, and six pounds of barley for a day’s wages, and do not damage the oil and the wine!'" (Revelation 6:5-6).

	"I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red, and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind" (Revelation 6:12-13).

	Jesus warns of severe persecution:

	"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me" (Matthew 24:9).

	The fifth seal reveals the souls of martyrs who have been slain for the word of God, crying out for justice.

	"When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. They called out in a loud voice, 'How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?'" (Revelation 6:9-10).

	At the midpoint of the Tribulation, the Antichrist will commit the abomination of desolation, as foretold by Daniel and reiterated by Jesus:

	"So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand—then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains" (Matthew 24:15-16).

	This act, described in Daniel 9:27, involves the Antichrist setting up an image of himself in the temple, demanding worship. It marks the beginning of the Great Tribulation's most intense persecution.

	"He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the temple, he will set up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him" (Daniel 9:27).

	Mark 13: Emphasizing Watchfulness

	Mark’s account reiterates much of what Matthew describes but emphasizes the importance of watchfulness:

	"Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will come" (Mark 13:33).

	This call to vigilance aligns with the repeated exhortations in Revelation to stay awake and be prepared for Christ’s return, despite the trials and temptations of the Great Tribulation.

	Mark echoes the warning against deception:

	Jesus said to them: 'Watch out that no one deceives you. Many will come in my name, claiming, "I am he," and will deceive many'" (Mark 13:5-6).

	This corresponds with the influence of the False Prophet in Revelation, who performs signs and wonders to deceive the people.

	Jesus’ prediction of wars and upheavals is reiterated:

	"When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come" (Mark 13:7).

	This global unrest is reflected in the chaos unleashed by the four horsemen of the Apocalypse in Revelation. Note that wars and rumors of wars have characterized our world since ancient times. When we read these words of Jesus and compare them to the daily news, we must understand that Jesus was not talking about times in the church age but was rather referring to the Great Tribulation period when there will be an increase of wars and rumors of wars. Although we can remain confident that the statement “such things must happen but the end is still to come” is accurate for us who live in the church age, our time is not what He was referring to in the Olivet Discourse.

	Mark underscores the persecution that believers will face:

	"You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them." (Mark 13:9).

	This persecution intensifies during the Great Tribulation, where those who refuse the mark of the beast are hunted down and killed.

	"Also it forced all people, great and small, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on their right hands or on their foreheads, so that they could not buy or sell unless they had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of its name" (Revelation 13:16-17).

	Luke 21: Additional Warnings and Comfort

	Luke’s account includes additional warnings and a note of comfort:

	"Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven" (Luke 21:10-11). 

	Note that this is also often applied to church age natural disasters but that is the wrong context. Again, Jesus is speaking about the Great Tribulation here and though there are parallels to our age, we must respect the context in which it was intended.

	These signs mirror the catastrophic events described in Revelation's trumpet and bowl judgments, which bring great devastation to the earth.

	Luke mentions signs in the heavens:

	"There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. People will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken (Luke 21:25-26).

	These cosmic disturbances are detailed in Revelation 8 and 16, where the sun, moon, and stars are struck, and the sea and rivers turn to blood.

	Despite the dire warnings, Jesus offers comfort:

	"When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near" (Luke 21:28).

	This assurance is echoed in Revelation, where the faithful are promised ultimate victory and redemption through Christ.

	"He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away" (Revelation 21:4).

	Apostolic Teachings

	The apostles provide additional context and detail, reinforcing Jesus' warnings and linking them to the events of the Great Tribulation.

	
		Paul on the Man of Lawlessness: "He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God…And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with how Satan works. He will use all sorts of displays of power through signs and wonders that serve the lie, and all the ways that wickedness deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness" (2 Thessalonians 2:4-12).

		Paul on Readiness: "For you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, ‘Peace and safety,’ destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape." (1 Thessalonians 5:2-3).

		Peter on the Day of the Lord: "But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat" (2 Peter 3:10-12).

		James on Patient Endurance: "You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near" (James 5:8).

		John on the Beast and False Prophet: "Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to wage war against the rider on the horse and his army" (Revelation 19:19).

		Peter on Suffering and Glory: "Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed." (1 Peter 4:12-13).

		Jude on the Ungodly: "See, the Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judge everyone, and to convict all of them of all the ungodly acts they have committed in their ungodliness" (Jude 1:14-15).

		Paul on Wrath and Revelation: "God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels" (2 Thessalonians 1:6-7).

		John on the End of Days: "The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: 'The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and he will reign for ever and ever'" (Revelation 11:15).

		Paul on Suffering and Glory: "I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us" (Romans 8:18).



	Old Testament Prophecies

	The Old Testament prophets also provide a wealth of information about the Great Tribulation, reinforcing the teachings of Jesus and the apostles.

	
		Isaiah on the Day of the Lord: "See, the day of the Lord is coming—a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger—to make the land desolate and destroy the sinners within it" (Isaiah 13:9).

		Jeremiah on the Time of Jacob’s Trouble: "How awful that day will be! No other will be like it. It will be a time of trouble for Jacob, but he will be saved out of it" (Jeremiah 30:7).

		Daniel on the End Times: "At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then" (Daniel 12:1).

		Joel on the Day of Darkness: "Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who live in the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming. It is close at hand—a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness" (Joel 2:1-2).

		Amos on the Day of the Lord: "Woe to you who long for the day of the Lord! Why do you long for the day of the Lord? That day will be darkness, not light" (Amos 5:18).

		Zephaniah on the Day of Wrath: "The great day of the Lord is near—near and coming quickly. The cry on the day of the Lord is bitter; the Mighty Warrior shouts his battle cry. That day will be a day of wrath—a day of distress and anguish, a day of trouble and ruin, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness" (Zephaniah 1:14-15).

		Zechariah on the Nations: "I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight against it; the city will be captured, the houses ransacked, and the women raped. Half of the city will go into exile, but the rest of the people will not be taken from the city" (Zechariah 14:2).

		Malachi on the Day of Judgment: "Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and the day that is coming will set them on fire," says the Lord Almighty. "Not a root or a branch will be left to them" (Malachi 4:1).

		Habakkuk on the Coming Judgment: "I heard and my heart pounded, my lips quivered at the sound; decay crept into my bones, and my legs trembled. Yet I will wait patiently for the day of calamity to come on the nation invading us" (Habakkuk 3:16).

		Ezekiel on Gog and Magog: (The Battle led by Gog set the stage for the Great Tribulation, but is listed here to show how the Old Testament Prophets have predicted many things related to the events of the Day of the Lord) "I will summon a sword against Gog on all my mountains, declares the Sovereign LORD. Every man’s sword will be against his brother" (Ezekiel 38:21).



	Interconnected Prophecies

	The Olivet Discourse, when examined alongside Revelation, Apostolic teachings, and Old Testament prophecies, provides a detailed and interconnected picture of the Great Tribulation. Jesus' warnings about false prophets, wars, famines, earthquakes, and persecution are mirrored in the judgments described in Revelation. The apostles and prophets reinforce these themes, emphasizing the severity of God's judgment and the need for repentance and steadfast faith.

	This period of intense tribulation serves as both a final judgment on an unbelieving world and a call to redemption for those who turn to Christ. The events of the Great Tribulation highlight the seriousness of sin, the righteousness of God's judgments, and the ultimate hope of redemption through Jesus Christ. As the world endures these unprecedented trials, believers are reminded to remain vigilant, faithful, and hopeful, anticipating the glorious return of the Savior.

	The Judgments of Revelation

	The Book of Revelation provides a comprehensive view of the judgments that will be unleashed during the Great Tribulation. These judgments are described in a series of seals, trumpets, and bowls, each bringing progressively severe consequences upon the earth. The seventh seal leads to the seven trumpets, and the seventh trumpet leads to the seven bowls. 

	The Seal Judgments

	(Revelation 6:1-17, 8:1-5) The first set of judgments is introduced with the breaking of the seven seals. These seals are opened by Jesus Christ, the Lamb, and they set in motion a series of events that bring devastation to the earth.

	
		First Seal: The rider on a white horse represents conquest.

		Second Seal: The rider on a red horse represents war.

		Third Seal: The rider on a black horse represents famine.

		Fourth Seal: The rider on a pale horse represents death.

		Fifth Seal: The souls of martyrs cry out for justice.

		Sixth Seal: Cosmic disturbances, including a great earthquake and celestial upheaval.

		Seventh Seal: This seal introduces the next set of judgments—the seven trumpets.



	The Trumpet Judgments

	(Revelation 8:6-21, 9:1-21, 11:15-19) The seventh seal opens to reveal the seven trumpets, each of which heralds a specific judgment upon the earth.

	
		First Trumpet: Hail and fire mixed with blood are thrown to the earth, burning a third of the trees and all green grass.

		Second Trumpet: A great mountain burning with fire is thrown into the sea, turning a third of the sea into blood.

		Third Trumpet: A great star, Wormwood, falls from the sky, poisoning a third of the rivers and springs of water.

		Fourth Trumpet: A third of the sun, moon, and stars are struck, darkening a third of their light.

		Fifth Trumpet: The first woe—locusts from the abyss torment humanity for five months.

		Sixth Trumpet: The second woe—four angels released to kill a third of mankind with an army of horsemen.

		Seventh Trumpet: The third woe introduces the final set of judgments—the seven bowls. It also announces the coming of God's kingdom.



	The Bowl Judgments

	(Revelation 16:1-21) The seventh trumpet reveals the seven bowls of God's wrath, which are poured out in rapid succession, bringing total devastation to the earth.

	
		First Bowl: Ugly and painful sores break out on the people who have the mark of the beast.

		Second Bowl: The sea turns into blood, killing every living thing in it.

		Third Bowl: The rivers and springs of water turn into blood.

		Fourth Bowl: The sun scorches people with intense heat.

		Fifth Bowl: The kingdom of the beast is plunged into darkness.

		Sixth Bowl: The Euphrates River dries up to prepare the way for the kings of the east, leading to the battle of Armageddon.

		Seventh Bowl: A great earthquake splits the great city into three parts, and the cities of the nations collapse. Hailstones weighing about a hundred pounds each fall upon people.



	Interconnected Nature of the Judgments

	The judgments in Revelation are deeply interconnected, each set of judgments paving the way for the next. This interconnectedness demonstrates the unfolding of God's divine plan in a systematic and purposeful manner.

	Seals (Revelation 6:1-17, 8:1-5): The opening of the seven seals sets the stage for the unfolding events of the Great Tribulation. These seals reveal the initial phases of God's judgment, including conquest, war, famine, death, and cosmic disturbances.
The seventh seal acts as a bridge, leading directly to the trumpet judgments, indicating a transition from one phase of judgment to another.

	Trumpets (Revelation 8:6-21, 9:1-21, 11:15-19): The trumpet judgments are more intense than the seals, indicating an escalation in the severity of God's wrath.
Each trumpet judgment affects a third of the earth, showcasing partial but significant destruction.
The seventh trumpet not only introduces the bowl judgments but also heralds the impending establishment of God's kingdom.

	Bowls (Revelation 16:1-21): The bowl judgments are the most severe, representing the final outpouring of God's wrath.
These judgments are rapid and catastrophic, affecting the entire earth without any limitation.

	Theological Significance

	Justice and Righteousness: The judgments reflect God's justice and righteousness. They are a response to the persistent sin, rebellion, and rejection of God by humanity.
The escalating nature of the judgments demonstrates God's patience and long-suffering, giving humanity multiple opportunities to repent before the final, most severe judgments are unleashed.

	Redemption and Mercy: Despite the severity of the judgments, there are glimpses of God's mercy. The interludes between the judgments (e.g., the sealing of the 144,000 in Revelation 7) show God's continued offer of salvation.
The presence of the two witnesses and the proclamation of the eternal gospel (Revelation 14:6-7) during the Great Tribulation highlight God's desire for people to turn to Him.

	Eschatological Fulfillment: The judgments are a fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies regarding the Day of the Lord (Isaiah 13:6-13, Joel 2:1-11, Zephaniah 1:14-18 and others).
They also fulfill Jesus' predictions in the Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21), where He warned of unprecedented tribulation before His return.

	Review: Judgment and Redemption

	The Great Tribulation is a period of intense divine judgment, as God pours out His wrath on an unbelieving world. It is a time when the true nature of sin and rebellion against God is fully revealed, and His righteous judgments are executed with unparalleled severity. Yet, amidst the darkness and devastation, there remains a message of hope and redemption for those who turn to Christ.

	As the seals, trumpets, and bowls unfold, the world is brought to the brink of destruction. The judgments described by the prophets, apostles, and Christ Himself serve as a stern warning and a call to repentance. For those who endure and hold fast to their faith, there is the promise of eternal life and the glorious return of Christ to establish His millennial kingdom.

	In the end, the Great Tribulation serves to fulfill God's ultimate plan of redemption, purging the world of sin and preparing the way for the millennial kingdom, where righteousness and justice will be upheld. This period of judgment underscores the seriousness of sin and the necessity of turning to God for salvation, highlighting both the justice and mercy of our sovereign Lord.

	



	✞

	


	The Battle of Armageddon: A Close Examination

	The Battle of Armageddon is a pivotal event occurring at the end of the Great Tribulation, marking the culmination of God's plan for humanity and the earth. This climactic confrontation between the forces of evil, led by the Antichrist, and the triumphant return of Jesus Christ, coincides with the Second Coming. In this examination, we explore the timing, purpose, leadership, strategy, and location of this monumental battle, emphasizing Christ's inevitable victory.

	The Battle of Armageddon, depicted in Revelation, is a climactic showdown between good and evil and a demonstration of the Antichrist's deceptive strategy. The Antichrist unites the world’s armies under false pretenses, only to redirect their focus against Christ at His return. His tactics of manipulation and deceit are highlighted in his efforts to oppose the divine power of Jesus Christ, although these efforts are ultimately futile.

	Gathering the Armies: Empowered by Satan, the Antichrist rises to unparalleled influence during the Tribulation, drawing the world's kings and armies into a massive confrontation. Initially, the armies are gathered to wage war against each other, driven by global chaos. However, the Antichrist, exploiting political and military tensions, orchestrates their gathering in the valley of Armageddon for his ultimate agenda.

	"Then I saw three impure spirits that looked like frogs. They are demonic spirits that perform signs, and they go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the great day of God Almighty" (Revelation 16:13-14). These spirits deceive the world's leaders, leading them to gather their forces in the valley of Armageddon under the pretense of battling each other.

	Deception and Strategy: Once assembled, the Antichrist deceives the armies by redirecting their focus from fighting each other to uniting against Jesus Christ, who is returning to establish His kingdom. This cunning and desperate shift reflects the Antichrist's recognition of the existential threat posed by Christ’s Second Coming.

	"The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up to prepare the way for the kings from the East. They gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon" (Revelation 16:12, 16). The Antichrist's persuasive power, fueled by satanic deception, unites these forces against Christ in a vain attempt to thwart God’s divine plan.

	The Futility of Opposition: Despite the apparent strength of the gathered armies, their efforts are ultimately futile. The Second Coming of Christ is depicted with overwhelming power and glory, contrasting sharply with the feeble resistance of human and demonic forces. Christ’s victory asserts His rightful authority and kingship, far beyond mere military triumph.

	"I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God" (Revelation 19:11-13). The armies under the Antichrist’s command are decisively defeated, and the Antichrist and the False Prophet are captured and thrown into the lake of fire, symbolizing the ultimate defeat of evil.

	"But the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur" (Revelation 19:20). The Antichrist’s strategy at Armageddon demonstrates his cunning and desperate resolve to oppose Christ. However, his plan is doomed from the start, as Christ’s return in power ensures the inevitable triumph of good over evil. This event highlights the futility of opposing God’s divine plan and underscores the supreme authority and victory of Jesus Christ.

	Timing of the Battle: The Battle of Armageddon occurs at the end of the seven-year Tribulation, marking the climax of the Great Tribulation. This period of intense suffering and divine judgment culminates in the final showdown between the forces of evil and the armies of heaven.

	"Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon" (Revelation 16:16). The gathering of the kings and their armies coincides with the pouring out of the seventh bowl of judgment, signaling the completion of God's wrath and the imminent return of Christ.

	Purpose of the Battle

	The Battle of Armageddon serves several divine purposes in God's redemptive plan:

	
		Judgment of Evil: It is the ultimate act of divine judgment against the Antichrist, the False Prophet, and their followers, demonstrating God's righteous wrath against sin and rebellion.

		Vindication of the Saints: It vindicates the saints who suffered persecution during the Great Tribulation.

		Establishment of Christ's Kingdom: The defeat of evil at Armageddon paves the way for Christ's millennial kingdom, a time of peace and righteousness.

		Fulfillment of Prophecy: It fulfills numerous biblical prophecies about the end times and Christ’s ultimate victory.



	"The ten horns you saw are ten kings. They will wage war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will triumph over them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers" (Revelation 17:12-14).

	Location of the Battle: The Battle of Armageddon occurs in the valley of Megiddo in northern Israel. "Armageddon" comes from the Hebrew "Har Megiddo," meaning "Mount of Megiddo." This historically significant location has seen many battles throughout history and overlooks the Jezreel Valley, a key site for military engagements. The geographical coordinates for Megiddo are:

	Latitude: 32.5841° N; 

	Longitude: 35.1833° E

	Old Testament Prophecy: "Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare for war! Rouse the warriors!. Come quickly, all you nations from every side, and assemble there. Bring down your warriors, Lord!" (Joel 3:9-11).

	New Testament Prophecy: "Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon" (Revelation 16:16).

	The Outcome of the Battle

	The Second Coming of Christ is the decisive turning point in the Battle of Armageddon. Christ returns in glory, accompanied by the armies of heaven, to decisively defeat the forces of evil. His victory is certain and overwhelming, as no power can stand against the King of kings and Lord of lords.

	Description of Christ's Return: "I saw heaven standing open, and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. On his robe and on his thigh, he has this name written: King of Kings and Lord of Lords" (Revelation 19:11-16).

	The victory of Christ at Armageddon is inevitable because His divine authority and power cannot be challenged. The Antichrist and the False Prophet are captured and thrown into the lake of fire, and their armies are utterly defeated by the word of Christ.

	"But the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who had performed the signs on its behalf. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur" (Revelation 19:20-21).

	Old Testament Prophecies: "On that day, when all the nations of the earth are gathered against her, I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock for all the nations" (Zechariah 12:3). "The Lord will go out and fight against those nations, as he fights on a day of battle. On that day, his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives." (Zechariah 14:3-4).

	The outcome of the Battle of Armageddon is inevitable because it is the culmination of God's divine plan for mankind. From humanity’s fall in the Garden of Eden to the final restoration of all things, God has orchestrated a redemptive plan centered on Jesus Christ.

	Divine Sovereignty: God's sovereignty ensures that His plans will be fulfilled. The victory at Armageddon is a demonstration of His ultimate authority and power over all creation.

	Fulfillment of Prophecy: The Second Coming and the Battle of Armageddon fulfill countless prophecies from both the Old and New Testaments. This fulfillment underscores the reliability of God's Word and His faithfulness to His promises.

	Restoration and Renewal: Christ's victory at Armageddon establishes His millennial kingdom, a time of peace, justice, and righteousness on earth. This kingdom will be a period of restoration and renewal, where God's people will dwell in His presence and experience the fullness of His blessings.

	The Culmination of God's Plan

	The Battle of Armageddon is the final confrontation between good and evil, culminating in the triumphant return of Jesus Christ. This event marks the end of the Great Tribulation and the beginning of Christ's millennial reign on earth. It fulfills the prophecies throughout Scripture, demonstrating God's faithfulness and sovereignty.

	Christ's victory at Armageddon is inevitable and decisive. He returns as the King of kings and Lord of lords, defeating the forces of evil and establishing His righteous kingdom. This victory is a testament to the power and glory of God, affirming that His plans and purposes will ultimately prevail.

	As believers, we can take great comfort and hope in knowing that Christ will return and that His victory is assured. The Battle of Armageddon is not merely a battle; it is the culmination of God's redemptive plan, bringing about the restoration of all things and the establishment of His eternal kingdom. To God be the glory, now and forever. Amen.
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	The Glorious Fulfillment of Prophecy

	The Second Coming of Christ is the climactic event of God's divine plan for humanity and the earth. It is the moment when Jesus Christ will return in power and glory to establish His eternal kingdom, fulfilling the promises made throughout the Scriptures. This event is a cornerstone of Christian hope, affirming that God's plan for redemption and restoration will culminate in the victorious return of His Son. The Second Coming is not just a future hope but a fulfillment of prophecies given by Old Testament prophets and New Testament apostles, highlighting the consistency and faithfulness of God's Word.

	Old Testament Prophecies of the Messiah's Return

	The Old Testament is rich with prophecies that point to the coming of a Messiah who will reign as King and Judge over all the earth. These prophecies lay the foundation for the expectation of a triumphant return of Christ.

	Isaiah speaks of a time when the Messiah will establish justice and righteousness on the earth. He describes the Messiah as a mighty King who will reign in power:

	"For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever" (Isaiah 9:6-7).

	Isaiah also envisions a time when the Lord will return to execute judgment and bring salvation to His people:

	"See, the Lord is coming with fire, and his chariots are like a whirlwind; he will bring down his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. For with fire and with his sword the Lord will execute judgment on all people, and many will be those slain by the Lord." (Isaiah 66:15-16).

	



	Daniel provides a vivid vision of the Messiah's return, where the Son of Man will come with the clouds of heaven to establish an everlasting dominion:

	"In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed" (Daniel 7:13-14).

	



	Zechariah prophesies about the Lord's return to fight against the nations and establish His kingdom, emphasizing the physical return to the Mount of Olives:

	"On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great valley, with half of the mountain moving north and half moving south" (Zechariah 14:4)

	



	Malachi speaks of a day when the Lord will return to purify and judge, bringing justice and restoration:

	"Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and the day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the Lord Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to them. But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its rays. And you will go out and frolic like well-fed calves" (Malachi 4:1-2).

	New Testament Affirmation of the Second Coming

	The New Testament continues to affirm and expand upon the Old Testament prophecies, providing a clearer picture of the Second Coming and its significance.

	In the Olivet Discourse, Jesus provides a detailed account of the events leading up to His return:

	"Immediately after the distress of those days ‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other" (Matthew 24:29-31).

	Jesus emphasizes the unexpected nature of His return and urges His followers to be watchful and ready:

	"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him" (Matthew 24:42-44).

	The Apostolic Writings

	The apostles consistently taught about the Second Coming, emphasizing its certainty and encouraging believers to live in anticipation of this glorious event.

	Paul's Teachings: Paul emphasizes the suddenness of the Lord's return and the need for readiness:

	"Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, 'Peace and safety,' destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape" (1 Thessalonians 5:1-3).

	Peter's Teachings: Peter encourages believers to live holy and godly lives as they await the Lord's return, reminding them of the new heavens and new earth that will follow:

	"But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells" (2 Peter 3:10-13).

	John's Revelation: The Book of Revelation provides the most detailed description of the Second Coming, portraying it as a dramatic and triumphant event:

	"I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God. The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. 'He will rule them with an iron scepter.' He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: king of kings and lord of lords" (Revelation 19:11-16).

	This vivid portrayal highlights the majesty and authority of Christ as He returns to judge the nations and establish His kingdom.

	The Glorious Fulfillment of Prophecy

	The Second Coming of Christ is the ultimate fulfillment of the promises made throughout the Scriptures. It is the moment when God's plan for redemption and restoration reaches its climax, demonstrating His faithfulness and sovereignty.

	The Consistency of Prophecy: From the Old Testament prophets to the New Testament apostles, the message is clear and consistent: Christ will return in power and glory to reign as King and Judge. This consistency underscores the reliability of God's Word and the certainty of His promises.

	The Hope of Believers: The Second Coming is the blessed hope of all believers, providing assurance that despite the trials and tribulations of this world, a glorious future awaits. This hope encourages believers to live in a manner worthy of their calling, with an eternal perspective.

	The Defeat of Evil: At Christ's return, all evil will be defeated. The Antichrist and the False Prophet will be thrown into the lake of fire, and Satan will be bound for a thousand years (Revelation 19:20; 20:1-3). This victory over evil is a testament to the righteousness and justice of God.

	Glorifying God and His Son, Jesus Christ: The Second Coming of Christ is a moment of ultimate triumph and glory for God and His Son, Jesus Christ. It is the event that reveals the full majesty, power, and authority of Jesus as King of kings and Lord of lords. Throughout the Scriptures, the return of Christ is portrayed as a time of great rejoicing and worship, as all creation recognizes and honors Him.

	The Glory of Christ: Christ's return will manifest His glory in an unparalleled way. The imagery used in Revelation captures the awe-inspiring nature of this event, as Christ comes riding on a white horse, with eyes like blazing fire and many crowns on His head:

	"I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God" (Revelation 19:11-13).

	The Worship of the Lamb: At Christ's return, all of heaven will erupt in worship, acknowledging His worthiness and sovereignty. The heavenly host will sing praises to the Lamb who was slain and has triumphed:

	"In a loud voice they were saying: 'Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!' Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying: 'To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!'" (Revelation 5:12-13).

	The Acknowledgment of Christ's Lordship: Every knee will bow, and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. This universal acknowledgment is the ultimate affirmation of Christ's authority and deity:

	"Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (Philippians 2:9-11).

	Review: The Triumphant Return of Christ

	The Second Coming of Christ is the grand culmination of God's redemptive plan. It is the moment when all of creation will see the fulfillment of God's promises and the realization of His kingdom. This event is the ultimate display of God's glory, justice, and love, as Jesus returns to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords.

	As believers, we look forward to this glorious event with hope and anticipation, knowing that Christ's return will bring the restoration of all things and the establishment of His eternal kingdom. Let us live in readiness and faithfulness, eagerly awaiting the day when we will see our Savior face to face and share in His triumph and glory.

	"Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you." (1 Peter 1:3-4).

	To God be the glory, great things He has done, and great things He will do through the return of His Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

	



	✞

	


	The Millennial Kingdom of God on Earth

	The Millennial Kingdom is a prophesied period of 1,000 years where Jesus Christ will reign on earth as King. This era, which follows the tribulation period and the Battle of Armageddon, is characterized by peace, prosperity, and righteousness. The Millennial Kingdom is described in detail in both the Old and New Testaments and holds significant theological importance as the fulfillment of God's promises to Israel and the establishment of Christ's earthly kingdom.

	One of the most joyous events that will take place at the beginning of the Millennial Kingdom is the Wedding Supper of the Lamb. This celebration is mentioned in Revelation:

	"Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear" (Revelation 19:7-8).

	The attendees at this celebration will include all believers from all eras of human history. This includes resurrected Old Testament saints, resurrected Church-age saints, resurrected Tribulation saints, and the living believers who survived the tribulation and entered the kingdom in their mortal bodies. These groups together form the redeemed community that celebrates with Christ, the Lamb, in a grand, unifying event.

	
		Old Testament Saints: The Old Testament saints will be resurrected to participate in the Millennial Kingdom. This is consistent with the prophecy in Daniel:



	"Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt" (Daniel 12:2).

	
		Tribulation Saints: The tribulation saints, who were martyred for their faith during the tribulation period, will also be resurrected to reign with Christ:



	"I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years." (Revelation 20:4).

	
		Church Age Saints: Church age saints, who comprise the bride of Christ, will also be present. Their participation in the Wedding Supper of the Lamb is a fulfillment of their spiritual union with Christ. They were resurrected or raptured prior to the Tribulation period and will return with Christ in his second coming.



	“May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones” (1 Thessalonians 3:13).

	
		Living Believers: The living believers who survive the tribulation and enter the Millennial Kingdom will be present in their mortal bodies. These individuals are those who came to faith during the tribulation and survived until the end (Matthew 25:31-34).



	“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.

	“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world” (Matthew 25:31-34).

	Entry into the Millennial Kingdom: Initially, only believers will be allowed to enter the Millennial Kingdom. This will be ensured through the judgment of Israel and the nations, which will take place prior to the kingdom's establishment.

	Judgment of Israel: Ezekiel describes a future judgment of Israel where God will purge the rebels and only allow the faithful to enter the land:

	"I will purge you of those who revolt and rebel against me. Although I will bring them out of the land where they are living, yet they will not enter the land of Israel. Then you will know that I am the Lord" (Ezekiel 20:38).

	Judgment of the Nations: The judgment of the nations is described in Matthew 25:31-46, where the sheep (believers) are separated from the goats (unbelievers). Only the sheep will inherit the kingdom:

	"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.'" (Matthew 25:34).

	Characteristics of the Millennial Kingdom: The Millennial Kingdom will be characterized by a number of transformative features that set it apart from any previous period in human history.

	Long Life and Uncommon Death: Life expectancy will be greatly extended, and death will be rare. Isaiah prophesies about this:

	"Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out his years; the one who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere child; the one who fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed" (Isaiah 65:20).

	Abundance and Economic Equity: The earth will be abundant, and people will share their resources generously. The economic principles will shift from profit and demand to sharing and abundance. Amos paints a picture of agricultural abundance:

	"The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when the reaper will be overtaken by the plowman and the planter by the one treading grapes. New wine will drip from the mountains and flow from all the hills" (Amos 9:13).

	Peaceful Animals: Animals will no longer be a threat to humans or each other. Isaiah describes this harmony:

	"The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox" (Isaiah 11:6-7).

	The Role of the Church Age Saints: During the Millennial Kingdom, the church age saints will have a significant role in reigning with Christ. This is a fulfillment of the promise made to the overcomers in Revelation:

	"To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne" (Revelation 3:21).

	These saints will help administer Christ's righteous rule over the earth, ensuring justice and peace.

	The Reign of David and Christ: David will be resurrected and given a role in the Millennial Kingdom. He will reign over Israel, fulfilling the promise made to him in the Old Testament:

	"They will serve the Lord their God and David their king, whom I will raise up for them" (Jeremiah 30:9).

	Christ, however, will reign as the supreme King from Jerusalem, exercising authority over the entire earth:

	"The LORD will be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be one LORD, and his name the only name." (Zechariah 14:9 ).

	The Binding of Satan: At the beginning of the Millennial Kingdom, Satan will be bound and confined to the abyss, preventing him from deceiving the nations during Christ's reign:

	"He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended." (Revelation 20:2-3).

	The Antichrist and the False Prophet, on the other hand, will be thrown into the lake of fire, where they will remain for eternity:

	"But the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who had performed the signs on its behalf. With these signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur" (Revelation 19:20).

	The Final Rebellion

	At the end of the thousand years, Satan will be released for a short time. He will deceive the nations once again, leading a final rebellion against Christ's rule. This rebellion will be quickly and decisively crushed:

	"When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. They marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever" (Revelation 20:7-10).

	At the end of the Millennial Kingdom, Satan is able to rally a rebellion against Christ due to the presence of people born during this period who, despite living under Christ’s righteous rule, harbor sinful natures. These individuals are the descendants of the original believers who survived the tribulation and entered the Millennial Kingdom in their mortal bodies. While their parents and grandparents were faithful and passed Christ's judgment to inherit the kingdom (Matthew 25:31-34), the children and successive generations were born with the same inherent sinful nature as all humanity (Romans 3:23). Throughout the millennium, Christ’s reign with an iron scepter (Revelation 19:15) ensured outward compliance and maintained peace, but it did not eradicate the inward sinful tendencies. When Satan is released from the Abyss at the end of the thousand years (Revelation 20:7), he exploits these latent rebellious inclinations. Deceived by Satan, a vast number of these people rise against Christ, revealing their true nature and culminating in a final, futile rebellion (Revelation 20:8-9). This scenario underscores the biblical truth that only a transformed heart can genuinely submit to God, emphasizing the necessity of individual faith and regeneration through Christ.

	Biblical and Theological Significance

	The Millennial Kingdom is significant for several reasons:

	
		Fulfillment of Prophecy: The Millennial Kingdom fulfills numerous prophecies from both the Old and New Testaments. Prophecies from Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah, and others find their ultimate realization in this period of Christ's reign on earth.

		Vindication of God's Justice: The Millennial Kingdom demonstrates God's justice and righteousness. It is a period where Christ's righteous rule ensures that justice is administered fairly, and evil is kept in check.

		Restoration of Creation: The Millennial Kingdom is a time of restoration and renewal for creation. The curse placed upon the earth because of sin is lifted, resulting in a harmonious and abundant natural world.

		Redemption and Reconciliation: The Millennial Kingdom highlights God's redemptive plan for humanity. It is a time when believers from all ages are gathered together to worship and celebrate with Christ, their Redeemer and King.

		Preparation for Eternity: The Millennial Kingdom serves as a prelude to the eternal state. It demonstrates the ultimate victory of good over evil and prepares the way for the creation of the new heavens and new earth, where righteousness will dwell forever.



	



	Review of the Millennial Kingdom 

	The Millennial Kingdom is a remarkable period in God's redemptive plan. It is a time of unparalleled peace, prosperity, and righteousness, where Christ reigns as King and fulfills His promises to Israel and the church. This period also serves as a testimony to God's faithfulness and justice, demonstrating His ultimate victory over evil. The Millennial Kingdom is not just a theological concept but a future reality that all believers can look forward to with hope and anticipation, knowing that they will reign with Christ in His glorious kingdom.

	"In that day the Lord will reach out his hand a second time to reclaim the surviving remnant of his people" (Isaiah 11:11).

	"The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them" (Isaiah 11:6).

	"I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years" (Revelation 20:4).

	



	✞

	


	The Great White Throne Judgment

	After the final rebellion at the end of the Millennial Kingdom, the current heavens and earth will be destroyed (2 Peter 3:10; Revelation 20:11). This cataclysmic event marks the end of the old creation, as all that exists will be unmade, paving the way for the new heavens and the new earth (Revelation 21:1). In this space, devoid of the former creation, the Great White Throne Judgment will take place.

	At this judgment, all the wicked dead of all ages will be resurrected and brought before Christ. The Great White Throne, described in Revelation 20:11, symbolizes the ultimate authority and purity of Christ, who will judge the living and the dead. Believers will not be present at this judgment, as their judgment took place at the Bema Seat, for example, where they received rewards for their faithfulness (2 Corinthians 5:10). Instead, this judgment is solely for unbelievers—those who rejected God’s offer of salvation throughout history.

	The dead will be judged according to what is written in the books that are opened before them (Revelation 20:12). These books likely record every deed, word, and thought, reflecting the perfect and comprehensive justice of God. Despite their deeds being measured, none will be found righteous, as their names are absent from the Book of Life (Revelation 20:15). As a result, they will be condemned to the Lake of Fire, where they will face eternal punishment, separated from God forever (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:14-15).

	This brief account of the Great White Throne Judgment serves as a sobering reminder of the consequences of rejecting God's grace. The finality of this judgment underscores the urgency of the gospel message, as it will be the last act of justice before the establishment of the new creation where righteousness dwells forever (2 Peter 3:13).

	



	✞ 

	


	The New Heavens and New Earth

	Following the Great White Throne Judgment, God will create new heavens and a new earth. This new creation will be free from the curse of sin and death, characterized by righteousness and eternal joy. The new heavens and new earth represent the ultimate fulfillment of God's redemptive plan.

	Old Testament Prophecies

	Isaiah 65:17-19: "See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more."

	Isaiah 66:22: "'As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will endure before me,' declares the LORD, 'so will your name and descendants endure.'"

	Psalm 102:25-26: "In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. Like clothing you will change them and they will be discarded."

	New Testament Validation

	2 Peter 3:10-13: "But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells."

	Revelation 21:1-5: "Then I saw 'a new heaven and a new earth,' for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 'Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.' He who was seated on the throne said, 'I am making everything new!' Then he said, 'Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.'"

	Revelation 22:1-5: "Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever."

	Hebrews 12:26-28: "At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, 'Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.' The words 'once more' indicate the removing of what can be shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain. Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe."

	Implicit References Worthy of Noting

	Romans 8:19-21: "For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God."

	Ephesians 1:10: "To be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ."

	Characteristics of the New Heavens and New Earth

	After the millennial kingdom has ended, the Bible describes a dramatic transformation where the present heavens and earth will be destroyed and a new heaven and earth will be created. This renewal represents the ultimate fulfillment of God's redemptive plan, ushering in an eternal state where righteousness dwells, and believers enjoy unbroken fellowship with their Creator.

	The end of the present age is marked by the destruction of the current heavens and earth. This event is vividly described in Scripture:

	"But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare" (2 Peter 3:10).

	"Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his presence, and there was no place for them" (Revelation 20:11).

	This imagery depicts a total and complete transformation, where the existing creation is dissolved to make way for something entirely new. This destruction is not merely a cleansing but a complete renewal, preparing the way for the new creation.

	Following this destruction, God will create new heavens and a new earth. This new creation will be free from the curse of sin and death, characterized by righteousness, peace, and eternal joy.

	"Then I saw 'a new heaven and a new earth,' for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea" (Revelation 21:1).

	"But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells" (2 Peter 3:13).

	The literal absence of the sea in the new creation symbolizes the removal of chaos and evil, ushering in a state of perfect order and harmony.

	In Revelation 21:1, John describes his vision of the new heaven and new earth, noting, "Then I saw 'a new heaven and a new earth,' for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea." This striking detail—no sea—carries profound significance and symbolism. Our current earth is dominated by vast oceans, covering about 71% of the planet's surface. Even human bodies are composed of approximately 60% water. Water, especially the sea, has been essential for life, transportation, and climate regulation. Its absence in the new earth signifies a radical transformation, indicating that the new creation will be fundamentally different from what we know now.

	The absence of the sea can symbolize several theological truths. Biblically, the sea often represents chaos, danger, and separation. In ancient Hebrew cosmology, the sea was seen as a place of untamed chaos, often associated with evil (Isaiah 57:20, Psalm 74:13). For example, in Revelation 13:1, the beast emerges from the sea, symbolizing chaos and opposition to God. The new earth having no sea could signify the complete eradication of chaos, evil, and separation. The new creation will be a place of perfect peace and order, free from the turmoil that the sea represents in biblical literature.

	The transformation from a world dominated by water to one without any sea underscores the incomprehensible nature of the new creation. As Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 2:9, "What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived—the things God has prepared for those who love him." This dramatic change suggests that the new earth will be so different from our current existence that it defies human understanding. Our present world, with its physical laws and natural dependencies, will be replaced by a new order that transcends our finite minds.

	Given the radical differences implied, the new earth may be a spiritual realm. Theologians sometimes offer insights into the nature of the new creation. The new earth will be a place where the redeemed enjoy a perfect, eternal state in the presence of God. The new creation will be free from the limitations and corruptions of the present world, highlighting the absence of the sea as symbolic of this purity and perfection.

	On our present earth, the cycle of life is marked by birth, growth, death, and decay, only to begin anew. This cycle of living and dying is a fundamental aspect of our existence, reflecting the fallen state of creation marred by sin and mortality. In contrast, the new earth will be a place of eternal perfection, where there is no death to perpetuate a cycle of rebirth. In this new creation, we will be perfected and live in the unending presence of God, free from the curse of sin and death. As Revelation 21:4 assures us, "He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." This eternal state signifies the end of all suffering and the dawn of a new existence where life is unbroken and everlasting.

	Several biblical precedents support the idea of a transformative new creation:

	Isaiah 65:17: "See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind."

	This prophecy indicates a completely new order, one that is so perfect that the former world pales in comparison.

	2 Peter 3:13: "But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells."

	Peter’s vision of the new creation focuses on righteousness, implying a moral and spiritual transformation that includes the eradication of all that the sea symbolizes.

	Revelation 22:1-2: "Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations."

	The presence of the river of the water of life in the New Jerusalem contrasts with the absence of the sea, emphasizing life and healing emanating directly from God, unlike the chaotic and often destructive nature of the sea.

	The absence of the sea in the new earth signifies more than just a geographical change. It symbolizes the complete eradication of chaos, evil, and separation from God. It underscores the dramatic transformation awaiting creation—a change so profound that our current physical realities, including our dependence on water, will be entirely transcended. This new creation will be a spiritual realm of perfect peace, order, and eternal life, reflecting the divine nature and the ultimate fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan.

	The Biblical prophecies help us grasp that the new earth will be a place of unparalleled purity and perfection, free from the limitations and corruptions of the current world. As believers, this promise invites us to live with hope and anticipation, knowing that what God has prepared for us far exceeds anything we can imagine, transcending our finite understanding and ushering us into an eternity of perfect communion with Him.

	The New Jerusalem, as described in the Bible, represents the ultimate culmination of God’s redemptive plan. This magnificent city will descend from heaven, signifying the final and eternal dwelling place of God with His people. It is a place of unparalleled beauty, divine purpose, and eternal significance.

	Description of the New Jerusalem: The New Jerusalem is depicted in Revelation 21 as a city of immense size and incomparable splendor:

	Revelation 21:16 describes the dimensions of the New Jerusalem: "The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia in length, and as wide and high as it is long."

	Conversion of 12,000 Stadia to Miles

	A stadion (plural: stadia) was an ancient Greek unit of length. The length of a stadion varied, but it is generally accepted to be around 600 feet.

	To convert 12,000 stadia to miles:

	1 stadion = 600 feet

	12,000 stadia = 12,000 * 600 feet = 7,200,000 feet

	1 mile = 5,280 feet

	7,200,000 feet ÷ 5,280 feet/mile ≈ 1,363.64 miles

	Therefore, 12,000 stadia is approximately 1,364 miles.

	Comparison to Other Geographic References

	United States: The width of the contiguous United States (from east to west) is approximately 2,800 miles, so the New Jerusalem would span nearly half the width of the continental U.S.

	Moon: The diameter of the moon is about 2,159 miles. The New Jerusalem would cover more than half the moon's diameter.

	Shape and Size: The New Jerusalem is described as a perfect cube with each side measuring 1,364 miles. This suggests a city with a volume and footprint that far exceeds any known human-made structure. However, some interpretations suggest that the city could be a pyramid, as the text does not limit the shape to a cube. Both shapes would signify grandeur and perfection, though a pyramid shape might evoke ancient symbols of divine connection and stability.

	Height Comparison: To put the height of 1,364 miles into perspective, the International Space Station orbits Earth at about 250 miles above the surface. The New Jerusalem would extend more than five times this distance into space.

	Materials and Structure: The construction materials of the New Jerusalem are described as precious stones and pure gold, symbolizing purity and the glory of God:

	"The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. The foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of precious stone" (Revelation 21:18-19).

	The Gates and Streets: The city has twelve gates, each made from a single pearl, and streets of pure gold:

	"The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of gold, as pure as transparent glass" (Revelation 21:21).

	Significance and Symbolism: The immense size of the New Jerusalem symbolizes the grandeur and glory of God's eternal kingdom. The perfect shape reflects the Holy of Holies in the ancient Jewish temple, which was also a perfect cube (1 Kings 6:20). This signifies that God's presence will fully dwell within this city, and it will be the ultimate dwelling place for His people.

	Revelation 21:3-4: "And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 'Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.'"

	These descriptions emphasize the perfect, eternal nature of the new creation, where God will dwell directly with His people, and all forms of suffering will be eradicated forever.

	The New Jerusalem, with its astounding dimensions and potential shapes, symbolizes the ultimate fulfillment of God's promises and the eternal dwelling place for believers. Whether as a cube or a pyramid, the city represents the perfection and glory of the new creation, transcending our current understanding and inviting us to anticipate the incomprehensible wonders of eternal life with God.

	Old Testament Prophecies: The concept of a glorious, eternal city where God dwells with His people is also rooted in Old Testament prophecies. Isaiah provides a vision of a transformed Jerusalem:

	"See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more" (Isaiah 65:17-19).

	This prophecy emphasizes the joy, peace, and absence of sorrow that will characterize the New Jerusalem.

	Apostolic Validation: The Apostle Paul also alludes to the concept of the New Jerusalem in his writings. In Galatians, he contrasts the present Jerusalem with the Jerusalem above:

	"But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is our mother" (Galatians 4:26).

	Paul’s reference to the heavenly Jerusalem aligns with the depiction in Revelation, highlighting its divine origin and eternal nature.

	Citizens of the New Jerusalem: The New Jerusalem will be inhabited by all of God’s redeemed people from all ages. This includes Old Testament saints, church-age saints, tribulation saints and kingdom age saints. The city's gates, inscribed with the names of the twelve tribes of Israel, and its foundations, bearing the names of the twelve apostles, signify the unity of God's people from both the Old and New Testaments:

	"It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of Israel" (Revelation 21:12).

	"The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb" (Revelation 21:14).

	Purpose and Mission: The primary purpose of the New Jerusalem is to serve as the eternal dwelling place of God with His people. This city embodies the fulfillment of God's promise to dwell among His people and be their God:

	"And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 'Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God'" (Revelation 21:3).

	The New Jerusalem will also serve as the center of worship, where the redeemed will experience unending fellowship with God. There will be no temple in the city, for God Himself and the Lamb are its temple, signifying direct and intimate access to His presence:

	"I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple" (Revelation 21:22).

	Additionally, the New Jerusalem will radiate God's glory and serve as a beacon of light to the new creation:

	"The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it" (Revelation 21:23-24).

	Duration: The New Jerusalem is eternal. It represents the everlasting fulfillment of God’s promises and the final state of His creation. There will be no end to the peace, joy, and fellowship experienced within this city. The permanence of the New Jerusalem underscores the eternal nature of God's kingdom and the unending relationship between God and His people:

	"No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever" (Revelation 22:3-5).

	Contrast with the Lake of Fire: In stark contrast to the eternal joy of believers is the fate of unbelievers in the lake of fire. This place of eternal torment is described as the second death:

	"And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever" (Revelation 20:10).

	"But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death." (Revelation 21:8).

	Review of the New Jerusalem

	The New Jerusalem stands as the pinnacle of God’s redemptive plan, a place where His presence dwells eternally with His people. Its citizens include all the redeemed from every age, unified in their worship and fellowship with God. The city’s purpose is to manifest God's glory and provide a perfect, eternal home for His people. With its divine mission to radiate God’s light and love, the New Jerusalem offers a glorious and everlasting future for all believers, fulfilling every promise of God and embodying His eternal kingdom.

	This ultimate hope encourages believers to live faithfully, anticipating the joy and peace of dwelling in God's glorious presence forever.

	In the new heavens and new earth, God will dwell with His people, and they will experience eternal life in His presence. This life is characterized by the absence of pain, suffering, and death:

	"And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 'Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away" (Revelation 21:3-4).

	"No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads" (Revelation 22:3-4).

	This new creation fulfills the prophecies found in the Old Testament, such as in Isaiah:

	"See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind" (Isaiah 65:17).
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	Afterword: The Gospel of Grace

	The Gospel is the good news that God has provided a way of salvation for mankind. Sin first entered the world through Adam in the Garden of Eden, and we continue in that sin today. Sin separates us from our Holy God, but in His love, God sent His Son, Jesus, to live a sinless life and bear the world's sin on the cross. The wages of sin is death, and Jesus paid that penalty on our behalf. God raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand, showing His acceptance of Christ's sacrifice for humanity.

	Salvation comes by grace, a gift we do not deserve and cannot earn. Believing in the Gospel—that Christ's death and resurrection are sufficient for our salvation—is the only way to be saved. God has done everything for us through Christ; we are simply the recipients of His grace. Through faith, we receive forgiveness, Christ's righteousness, and divine justification. Our status changes from sinners condemned to destruction to heirs of God's eternal riches, not because of anything we’ve done, but because of Christ’s finished work.

	“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).

	As Christians, we are called to live out our faith through good works. However, these works are the result of God working through us, not the basis of our salvation. Our new spiritual life begins in Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, we grow and rely on God as a child relies on their parents. We live by faith in the finished work of Christ on the cross, the Gospel of our salvation.

	“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).

	If you have not yet trusted in Jesus as your Savior, I invite you to believe today. Acknowledge that you are a sinner in need of forgiveness. Believe that Jesus died for your sins and rose again to give you eternal life. This is the moment to turn to Him, place your faith in the finished work of Christ, and receive the gift of salvation.

	Believing begins by recognizing that we are sinners in need of help. As we understand God’s plan of salvation, demonstrated through Christ’s death and resurrection, we confess our belief and share the Good News with others. Though we may still sin, we can trust that Christ continues to forgive us, and our salvation remains secure. We are made into a new creation, one with Christ and part of His body.

	“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

	Belief is the key to salvation. Right believing leads to right living. Pray today, thanking God for His love and the sacrifice of Christ. Confess your need for Him, and invite Him into your life as Lord and Savior. We are saved to serve—both God and others.

	To grow spiritually, it’s important to study the Bible, connect with fellow believers, and live by the Holy Spirit’s power. Baptism and testifying to your faith are outward signs of the inward transformation God has worked in you. It’s my prayer that we will grow together in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

	“For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).
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	Born the son of a pastor, I was raised in a strong Christian home where faith was central to our lives. Now, at 60 years old, I continue to live out my faith actively, alongside my wife, two married daughters, and five wonderful grandchildren. Throughout my life, I have made my living working with my hands, yet my greatest growth has come through studying the Word of God. I have a deep appreciation for scholars like Walvoord, Ryrie, Chafer, and Scofield, whose works have helped shape my understanding of scripture.

	I completed the Scofield Correspondence Courses administered through Moody Bible Institute. This comprehensive training provided a full survey of both the Old and New Testaments and greatly enhanced my understanding of Scripture. However, I still consider myself an ordinary working man—just like the disciples, who were fishermen and laborers called by Christ to follow Him. As it is written: "When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus" (Acts 4:13).

	This book is part of the Grace and Knowledge Series, a collection of ebooks devoted to exploring and understanding the depth of God’s Word, available via all major ebook retailers. I also host a Bible-themed blog, The Grace and Knowledge Series Blog, which covers a wide range of Bible themes and topics. You can visit it at woody-brohm.online. My hope is that both the books and the blog will inspire others to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Thank You for Reading

	If you’ve enjoyed this book or found it helpful, I would greatly appreciate your feedback. Please consider leaving a review online. Your thoughts not only help other readers but also support the ongoing development of my future works. Your direct communication is always welcome. Contact info is listed on the copyright page (below).
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